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railway subuib, olfereil a sum of Rs. 70,000 towards the
expense of raising ii to ihe status of a recognised Civil
Hospital, but the Bombaj* Government tinahie at the time
to provide the prescribed grant~in-aid were reluctant^
forced lo decline the offer. Baulked in this direction,
Ranchh/xllal decided io extant the scope of his arrangements
for medical lelicl by the establishment of a tiavelling
dispensary, lie therefore sot aside a sum of Rs. 20,000
foi the legular distribution of mediriaes to the poorer
villagets ol the Daskioi taiuka, in which the city of Ahtnada-
bad is situated. He also pro\rided medical relief at his
own proprietary village of Auj;unaj.

Education was another subject very close to Ranch-
hodlal's heart. When the Gujarat Arts College, which
since 1879 has been affiliated to the Bombay University,
was about to be established, Ranchhodlal devoted several
thousand HI pees touaids its maintenance fund, and alter-
wards, as one of the Board of .Directors, made every effort
to promote the interests of the College, giving handsome
donations towards the cost of the building and providing
at his own expense n mimboi of rooms in the students'
residential quarters. He also founded a monthly scholarship
of ten rupees, tenable for the whole period of the collegiate
course, for students of his own caste. The lower classes
also were not forgotten ; for he established in the Shahpur
ward of the city a vermicular school for the education of
the children of his mill-operatives, which bears his own
name, and many a poor student benefited by RanchhodlaFs
catholic benevolence, receiving pecuniary aid towards the
purchase of books and the payment, of school fees. On the
subject of female education also Ranchhodlars views were
progressive. His knowledge of the Hindu Shaslras acted
as a constant reminder that in former ages women freely
partook of such education as was then available and fre-
quently played no inconsiderable rule in the .social and
intellectual life of ancient India. The almost universal
ignorance of Hindu women iu his own day struck Ranchhodlal